
 
 

WATER FACTS 

Austra l ia  is  fac ing a ser ious water  problem – both quant i ty  and qual i ty  are under 
threat .  
Over the past  century we have p laced great  demands on our water  supply  and have 
ser ious ly  mismanaged our water  usage. 
 
As a resu l t  o f  th is  Austra l ia  now faces:  
 
• Massive sa l in i ty  problems in the Murray-Dar l ing bas in as wel l  as many other  

parts of  Austra l ia .  

• More than 20,000 kms of  r ivers and streams wi l l  be ser ious ly  sa l t -a f fected by 
2050.  

• More than 17 mi l l ion hectares wi l l  be ravaged by sa l t  by 2050.  

• Biodivers i ty  is  ser ious ly  at  r isk as a resu l t  o f  dec l in ing habi tat  qua l i ty .  

• House foundat ions,  sewerage p ipes and roads wi l l  be sa l t - ravaged in more 
than 200 towns by 2050. 

• More than 70,000 km of  roads wi l l  be sa l t -damaged by 2050.  

• 26% of  Austra l ia ’s  r ivers and streams have more water  extracted (pr imar i ly  
for  agr icu l ture) than is  susta inable .  

• 34% of  Austra l ia ’s  groundwater  is  be ing over-used.  

• There are major  r iver  f low problems (eg.  Snowy R iver ,  G ipps land Lakes,  etc .)  
fur ther  threatening b iod ivers i ty  as wel l  as ameni ty  and human heal th .  

• This is  made worse by c lear fe l l  logging which can reduce water  f low in 
catchments by up to 15%. 

• More than 20% of  water  d iver ted for  agr icu l tura l  use is  wasted due to 
evaporat ion and seepage.  

• Water restr ic t ions are becoming increas ing ly  w idespread and would be 
cons iderably  more widespread i f  r iver  f lows were kept  up to min imum 
susta inable leve ls .  

• Melbourne’s domest ic  water  use increases about 2.8% pa – tw ice the rate at  
which households are be ing formed.   
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• Our water use per head continues to increase at an alarming rate. There has been a 65% increase 
in water use of 65% since the early 1980s. 

Who Uses Our  Water?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The average home uses water  in  the fo l low ing ways :  

 


